At its 30 April 2015 meeting, the Politburo formally endorsed the JingJin-Ji Co-operative Development Outline Plan for the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region 京津冀协同发展规划纲要. The concept itself had been discussed and deliberated for a decade and some of the components of the scheme were already in development. However, as of December 2015, the detailed plan had still not been publically released, or perhaps even finalised.
The international media has variously and somewhat misleadingly described Jing-Jin-Ji as a 'future megalopolis', 'new mega-region' or 'supercity'. The outline plan embraces more prosaic, but important goals. One, easing the 'non-capital functions of the city; two, strictly regulating the size of Beijing's population; three, promoting 'co-operative development'
协同发展 among the three regions in environmental protection and transportation; and four, letting the colleges and enterprises of Zhongguancun (Beijing's 'Silicon Valley') take the lead in linking Beijing with Tianjin and Hebei. In other words, the Jing-Jin-Ji plan will 'spatially restructure' the existing city-region to create better conditions for development in and around the national capital. What's in a Name?
As mentioned above, the name Jing-Jin-Ji is a contraction of the three place names Beijing 京, Tianjin 津, and Hebei 冀. Where the first two are simply the second characters of the contemporary place names, Ji refers to an historic administrative division called Jizhou 冀州 in the area that today encompasses all three contemporary jurisdictions: Hebei, Beijing, and Tianjin. Jizhou first appeared in the 'Yu Gong' 禹貢 or 'Tribute of Yu' chapter in the classical text Book of Documents 書經, which dates back to the fifth century BCE. By using the 'Ji' of Jizhou in its formulation Jing-Jin-Ji, the party-state is subtly stressing both continuity and historical legitimacy.
China's rulers past and present have all changed official place names to reflect desired political-economic transformations. After 1949, and especially during the Cultural Revolution of 1966-1976, the Party-state renamed places to make them more 'red'; many of these quietly regained their original names-or at least pre-Cultural Revolution names-in the early 1980s.
Jizhou itself was not always Jizhou: the Qing dynasty called it Zhili 直隸 (simplified as 直隶) or 'directly ruled' to indicate how the historic capital governed its surrounding region. Use of the name Zhili (previously romanised as Chihli) continued into the Republican era cities (cities with the administrative status of provinces) from the Republican era. In 1954, the status of all but three, Beijing, Tianjin, and Shanghai, was scaled down to sub-provincial. Although Beijing, Tianjin, and Shanghai are called 'municipalities' in English, the translation can be misleading. In Chinese, in accordance with China's system of administrative divisions 行政区划体系, they are called 'directly-governed cities' or zhixiashi 直辖市-the same zhi and the same concept as in Zhili. That is, they are under the direct control of, or report directly to, the central government. The three original zhixiashi were joined by Chongqing in 1997.
In addition to the four zhixiashi and twenty-two provinces, China has five 'autonomous regions' 自治区 (Guangxi, Inner Mongolia, Ningxia, Tibet, and Xinjiang) and two 'special administrative regions' 特别行政区 
STOP PRESS:
In early April 2016, the Discipline Inspection and Supervision News 纪检监察新 , the flagship newspaper of the Central Commission for Disciplinary Inspection (CCDI), published an article clarifying that 'playing golf itself is not a wrongdoing'. Government officials will be subject to punishment, however, if they accept membership cards illicitly, use public money to play golf, or play during office hours.
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Environmental Challenges Facing Jing-Jin-Ji
In February 
THE NEW ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION LAW, by Aiden Xia
China's updated Environmental Protection Law came into force on 1 January 2015. This was the first time that this fundamental statute was revised since it was enacted in 1989, a reflection of the Chinese government's awareness that during the past three decades, the country has been sacrificing environmental quality for the sake of economic development.
A report by the Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency found that by 2006, China had become the world's leading emitter of carbon emissions, at volumes seven percent higher by volume than the United States. The new law recognises both China's global responsibilities and the reality that unless China can solve or ameliorate its environmental problems, the Chinese Dream will become a nightmare.
The amended Environmental Protection Law stipulates heavier fines, naming and shaming of companies that break the law, and punishment of local government officials who don't enforce the law. It allows Chinese NGOs to file lawsuits against polluters on behalf of the public, and provides confidentiality to whistleblowers to encourage public participation. It also requires that information about environmental monitoringincluding the specific pollutants discharged, the collection and use of discharge fees and so on-be published. The two-child policy is less the result of a sudden moral reckoning than of economic and demographic calculations. The one-child policy has left China with one of the worst gender imbalances in the world, and children without siblings are struggling to support ageing relatives on their own. What's more, there are fewer and fewer younger workers to replace a rapidly aging workforce. On its current path, by 2050 China will have only 1.6 workers for every retiree, a ratio comparable to Japan or Singapore. But unlike those countries, China, to quote a phrase frequently used by economists, may well get old before it gets rich. To offset population decline, China has set its annual birthrate target at twenty million births, an increase, according to the National Health and Family Planning Commission of three million additional births a year.
In many ways, the two-child policy is an extension of what already was in recent years a growing body of legal exceptions to the one-child policy. Ethnic minorities were always exempt from the policy while, in 1987, families living in the countryside whose first child was a girl were also allowed to have a second child. In November 2013, couples in which either parent was an only child were also allowed to have a second child. However, only 700,000 of the eleven million qualifying couples applied for permission to have a second child, raising questions about what percentage of the ninety million Chinese couples that qualify to have a second child under the two-child policy will take advantage of the new policy.
There are two major reasons why Chinese couples have been slow to embrace the relaxation in family planning policy. They may consider the cost of raising a second child simply to be too great, particularly in first-tier cities like Beijing and Shanghai, where property prices are some of the highest in the world. China's top law-making bodies have discussed giving two-child families economic and educational subsidies but are yet to implement any specific policies.
The second reason is cultural. After almost four decades and at least two generations under the one-child policy, which has been not only enforced by law but normalised through education, media and culture, many couples no longer desire to have more than one child. Cash incentives, government propaganda, and slightly more generous vacation policies might not have any noticeable effect in changing societal attitudes. If large numbers of couples do decide to have a second child, another possible problem relates to gender equality. A 2013 national survey of Chinese college-age women conducted by the All China Women's Federation found that ninety percent of women had experienced gender discrimination while seeking employment. More generous maternal leave and family planning policies will make women who decide to have two children more expensive to hire, especially without additional state support. Without first creating comprehensive social programs to support working women and tackle larger issues of sexism in the workplace and society at large, the two-child policy could not only fall short of its goals but also undo years of progress in women's rights.
Implementation of the two-child policy has been delegated to provincial governments to allow for consideration of the varying circumstances of each province. Faced with unreliable population statistics, provinces face the daunting task of calculating reasonable birth targets and then calibrating social policy to achieve the desired results-a social engineering experiment that will have enormous implications for China's society and 
Conclusions
The capital region is reaching developmental limits that demand urgent and complex management solutions. The current approach, rather than emphasising the principle of conservation, deploys the state's power and authority to rearrange or spatially restructure resources, economies, and populations-to 'construct' 建设 jianshe-on a vast scale.
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